
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

.

Dear TABC Members,

     We are coming off a very productive board meeting in San Antonio! Your board members are committed
and motivated to make positive impacts on Texas basketball. As we prepare for another great season, I
encourage all coaches to join or renew your Texas Association of Basketball Coaches membership. For just
$30 when you sign up three or more coaches from your school—or $35 individually before December 1—you
gain access to valuable benefits including:

Weekly Top 10 Rankings: We welcome your season previews and insights to keep rankings accurate.
Coaches Awards: Honors like Coach of the Year, Assistant Coach, Middle School Coach, and milestone
career win awards.
Player Awards: Recognizing All-State players, Free Throw and Three-Point Champions, TABC All-Stars,
$1,000 scholarships, Academic All-State, and Student Manager awards.
Annual TABC Clinic: May 7-9, 2026, in San Antonio, featuring top coaches and speakers from around the
country.
TABC/Coaches Insider Library: Unlimited access to past clinic videos and coaching resources covering all
aspects of the game.

     Membership dues increase to $50 after December 1, so please sign up soon here.
If you have any questions or need anything, feel free to reach out. 
Thank you for your dedication to Texas basketball.

Vickie Benson - TABC President

On the Inside...

     Your TABC membership cards are currently being mailed out.
The 2025-26 cards include the member’s name and a
membership number on the front and important information on
the back. You must use your current membership card to register
for and to gain entry into the summer showcase, to nominate your
team and players for TABC 3-point and free throw awards, and to
vote for TABC 2  vice-president. To be admitted to most high
school games be prepared to show your card and a picture ID.

nd

      The final decision on complimentary admittance rests with the
host school or venue. We thank all schools who honor our
membership card and allow our coaches to grow professionally
and prepare their teams by scouting without having to pay to go
to work. PLEASE TAKE A PICTURE OF THE FRONT OF YOUR
CARD AND SAVE IT ON YOUR PHONE. Be sure you have the entire
front side including the expiration date in view.                                    

MEMBERSHIP CARDS ARE CURRENTLY BEING MAILED OUT
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     The TABC Board of Directors met in San Antonio on Saturday, September 6 to conduct
business for the Association. It is the longest and most important of the three annual meetings
(March, May and September) and it sets the tone for the coming season and all other TABC
activities.

      President Vickie Benson called the meeting to order at 9:00 am and the following items
were discussed: 

TABC is continuing to work on providing coaching content via our Virtual Mini-Clinics.

TABC is in good shape financially and is continuing to look for ways to promote basketball
and provide more recognition and awards to coaches and players.

The UIL updated the board on several topics. Ejections are up in UIL contests, especially
girls’ basketball. TABC coaches are encouraged to utilize The Texas Way, an initiative to
promote sportsmanship. The UIL Legislative Council was unable to give final approval for
the implementation of the shot clock and are awaiting approval from a more substantial
number of superintendents. Be sure to continue to contact your athletic director and
superintendent to let them know your thoughts on the shot clock.

TABC is currently working on continuing the Camp of Champs on the campus of Blinn JC.

The 2026 TABC Clinic will take place May 7-9 in San Antonio.

     The Girls’ Showcase will be June 18-20, 2026, in Bryan and the Boys’ will be June 26-28,
2026, in the Metroplex.

TABC BOARD MEETS IN SAN ANTONIO
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2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6  B a s k e t b a l l  C a l e n d a r
Jul 31, 2025 2024-2025 TABC Membership Expires (Join NOW for 25-26)

September Membership Cards Will Be Mailed

September 6 TABC Board of Directors Meeting - San Antonio

October 1 Last Day to Submit TABC District Picks Survey

22 First Day for UIL Girls Practice

22 First Day for TAPPS Practice

27 First Day for SPC Practice and Scrimmages

29 First Day for UIL Boys Practice

30 First Day for TAPPS Scrimmages

November 7 First Day for UIL Girls Interschool Games

3 First Day for TAPPS Games

14 First Day for UIL Boys Interschool Games

December 1 TABC Membership Dues Goes Up to $50

UIL Schools 5 Consecutive Days Off (Must Include Dec. 24-26)

January 1 Hall of Fame Tickets Go on Sale (online only)

Feb 12-14 SPC State Championships in Dallas

14 UIL Girls District Certification

21 UIL Boys District Certification

25-27 TAPPS State Championships in Waco

Mar 5-7 UIL Girls State Finals at the Alamodome

Mar 12-14 UIL Boys State Finals at the Alamodome

Apr 24, 2026 Last Day to Pre-Register for TABC Clinic

May 7-9 TABC Clinic in San Antonio

June TABC Camp of Champs - Brenham

18-20 TABC Girls Showcase - Bryan

26-28 TABC Boys Showcase - Metroplex
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     TABC would like to encourage our members to send us any news on activities in which your teams
participate involving community service or raising funds in the fight against cancer and other diseases. We
have called our coordinated effort Going the Extra Mile in order to include the many causes for which you raise
money or provide service. Many schools have hosted fundraisers to provide assistance for, or in honor of, local
teachers, coaches, students or residents. Some have mirrored the NCAA Coaches vs. Cancer efforts where
both opposing coaches wear basketball shoes during their game. Others have hosted “Pink Out” events which
have raised funds for “The Cure.” Please send TABC news and pictures you have from your events during the
season.  They serve to give you and your team recognition for your efforts and also to give others' ideas on
how they might be able to help as well. Keep up the good work and let us hear about it. Please send your news
and pictures to tabchoops1@gmail.com.

Going the Extra Mile

Wanda Gonzalez Showcase Sponsored by Tina Camacho at Antonian
     The Wanda Gonzalez Showcase, now proudly sponsored by
Tina Camacho at Antonian, honors the legacy of a remarkable
basketball official and community member. Wanda Gonzalez’s
officiating career began in 1998 with the San Antonio Basketball
Officials Association (SABOA), where she quickly became one of
San Antonio’s top high school officials and a respected Division I
college official.
     In December 2014, Wanda was seriously injured in a car
accident caused by a drunk driver, resulting in a traumatic brain
injury. Since then, she has been supported by her devoted family
as she continues lifelong rehabilitation.
      Wanda’s passion for officiating and dedication to training
others left a lasting impact on the local officiating community. In
recognition of her commitment, SABOA named their basketball
officiating camp in her honor in 2015.
       This year, the Antonian Girls Basketball program donates ALL
profits from the Wanda Gonzalez Showcase back to Wanda and
her family to support her ongoing care.
     What an incredible way to give back! TABC wants to say thank
you, Coach Camacho and Antonian Girls Basketball.

Coach Tina Camacho and TABC President Vickie Benson
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The Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame Class of 2026

JEFF BELL – COACH
 Jeff Bell has been coaching for 43 years, with 41 of those as a head coach. He has coached at 12 different
high schools: Lorenzo, Smithville, Lampasas, Dimmitt, Liberty Hill, Taylor, Brock, Waco Midway, Merit Bland,
Fort Worth Christian, North Hopkins, and for the past five years at Graford. He has compiled a record of 1,011
wins vs. 323 losses, which includes 34 years in the playoffs, 24 District Championships, 13 Regional
appearances, six State Tournament appearances, two State Tournament Finalists, and four State Tournament
Championships. Bell has been named Coach of the Year 24 times. Coach Bell was named TABC Class A Coach
of the Year in 2002, Class 2A Coach of the Year in 2003, Class A Coach of the Year in 2022, and Class A Coach
of the Year in 2023. In 2010, he was selected as the Don Coleman Outstanding Coach Award winner by TABC.

DONNA CAPPS – COACH
 Donna Capps amassed a career record of 645-292 in her 50-year coaching career, which included 30 years as
a head coach on both the high school and collegiate levels. With coaching stints at North Mesquite, Mabank,
Crandall and Horn high schools, she made the State playoffs in 20 of her 23 years as a head coach, made
seven Regional Tournaments, and was a State Tournament Finalist in 1988. She was named District Coach of
the Year 12 times, TGCA Coach of the Year in 1988, TABC Coach of the Year in 1988. She is a member of the
Mesquite ISD Hall of Honor, as well as the Crandall ISD Hall of Honor. Coach Capps was selected in 2021 as
one of the Top 100 Coaches in UIL history. She also served seven years as the head coach at University of
Texas at Arlington where she guided them to two Southland Conference Championships and two NCAA
Tournament appearances.

JERRY CASSELL – COACH
 Jerry Cassell spent 38 years in coaching, with 36 of those as a head coach. He had coaching stops at Honey
Grove, Magnolia, Center, Pittsburg, and Van high schools. During those years, he won 798 games, which
included 28 playoff appearances, 19 District Championships, eight Regional Tournament appearances, one
Regional Championship, and a 3A State Tournament Championship at Van in 2005. Cassell was named District
Coach of the Year 21 times. He was named the Texas Sportswriters Coach of the Year in 2005 and TABC 3A
Coach of the Year in 2005 and was selected to Coach in the TABC All-Star Game in 2007. As a player, Cassell
made back-to-back State Tournament appearances playing for Pottsboro High School in 1971 and 1972,
capturing the State Championship in 1972 with a 37-0 record. Also, on that team was the Texas High School
Basketball Hall of Famer Larry Spruiell. They compiled a 69-5 won-loss record during their junior and senior
years.

DERRICK DANIELS – Player
 Derrick Daniels was a four-year starter at Fort Worth Dunbar for legendary coach Robert Hughes. During his
four years as a starter, the Flying Wildcats went 125-20, with 10 of those losses coming during his freshman
year. He led Dunbar to a 104-10 record for the next three years. In his four years as a starter, they won four
consecutive District Championships and two Regional Championships and made two State Tournament
appearances. Daniels was named the District’s Newcomer of the Year as a ninth grader, All-District four times,
All-Region three times, All-State three times, All-State Tournament two times, District MVP, Texas Gatorade
Player of the Year, and All-American. He scored 1,560 points, with 500 rebounds, 510 steals and 1,379 assists
in his career. After graduation, he went on to become a four-year starter at the University of Houston, where he
led the Southwest Conference in assists all four years.

TAI DILLARD – PLAYER
 Tai Dillard was a three-year starter for San Antonio Sam Houston High School. She lettered in four different
sports while at Sam Houston — basketball, cross country, volleyball and track. She led Sam Houston to back-
to-back State Tournaments during her junior and senior years in 1998 and 1999. A sharp shooting guard and
fierce competitor, she was named All-City and All-State in 1997 and 1998, In 1999, after her senior year she
was selected All-City, All-State, and Miss Texas Basketball. She was selected as one of the Top 100 players in
UIL history in 2021. After graduating from Sam Houston High School, Dillard went on to play for legendary
coach Jody Conradt at the University of Texas, where she played in four consecutive NCAA tournaments,
played in the 2003 Final Four, and was twice named to the Big 12 All-Academic team. Following graduation
from UT, she went on to play professionally for the San Antonio Silver Stars of the WNBA. She was recently
named the head coach of the Prairie View A&M University Lady Panthers Basketball Team.
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   (Continued from previous page)
The Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame Class of 2026

KARL GODINE – PLAYER
 Karl Godine was a three-year starter for Houston Kashmere High School. He averaged 14 ppg as a sophomore,
26 ppg as a junior, and 29 ppg as a senior. He led the Rams to a 108-15 record during that span with 10 of
those losses coming during his sophomore year, 1972-1973. During his junior and senior years, the Rams had a
78-game winning streak and won back-to-back State Championships and was named the No. 1 high school
team in the Nation. Kashmere compiled a 42-2 won-loss record in 1974 and topped that with a 46-0 won-loss
record in 1975. Karl was named All-District, District MVP, All-State, All-State Tournament, State Tournament
MVP and All-American in 19 74and 1975. In 2021, the UIL named him one of the Top 100 players in UIL history.
After graduation, he went on to play for Texas A&M University and Stephen F. Austin University.

KAREN AULENBACHER-HEINTZ – COACH
 Karen Heintz coached for 45 years, with 35 of those years serving as a head coach. She had coaching stints at
Giddings High School, The Woodlands High School, North Zulch High School, Brazos Christian and Alpha
Omega. During that span, she compiled an 816-223 won-loss record. Heintz’s teams made the playoffs 28
times, which include 11 District Championships, five Regional Tournament appearances and two Regional
Finals. She was also an outstanding player. She walked on at Texas A&M and played for one year before
transferring to Baylor for her final three years. A three-year starter at Baylor in basketball, she led the Lady
Bears to three consecutive 30-win seasons. Karen also started three years on the women’s softball team as a
catcher. She was inducted into the Baylor Athletics Hall of Fame in both sports.

SARA HINKLEY WATKINS – PLAYER
 Sara Hinkley Watkins was a four-year starter at Winnsboro High School for Texas High School Basketball Hall
of Fame Coach Buddy Hawkins. She helped lead the Raiders to four consecutive trips to the State Tournament.
They were State Finalists during her freshman year in 1997-1998, before winning three State Tournament
Championships in 1998-1999, 1999-2000 and 2000-2001. She was selected All-District, All-Region, All-State,
and All-State Tournament for all four years that she was in high school. She was selected one of the Top 100
players in the history of the UIL in 2021. After leading Winnsboro to another 3A State Championship in 2001,
she was named Miss Texas Basketball.

 Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame Nominations

     Nominations for the Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame are always being accepted. Below is

some information on how candidates are considered and how you can nominate someone.

CATEGORIES: Coach, Player, Contributor

REQUIREMENTS TO BE CONSIDERED:

·Active coaches may be considered after reaching 900 wins.

·Retired coaches may be considered at any time based on accomplishments.

·Texas high school players may be considered fifteen years after graduation from high school.

·Contributors may be considered at any time.

TO NOMINATE: Please email hawk@tabchoops.org with 

1.  Name of Nominee

2.  Years (ex. 1966-1969) /Records/School(s)

3.   Honors, Stats, Newspaper Articles, Letters of Recommendation

4.  Name/Contact Information of the Person Making the Nomination

     All nominations will be forwarded to the Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame Selection Committee.
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TABC Extends Membership Offer to Administrators
     TABC is again offering complimentary membership to Texas Athletic Directors, Principals and

Superintendents who are no longer coaching. Many of these people are former coaches and friends of

basketball. We welcome them and would like their input on how we can help their basketball programs.

If your administrators would like to join TABC, all we need is their e-mail address so they can receive our

newsletter and a mailing address where we can send their membership card. Please share this

information with administrators. We would like to say welcome to those who have already joined. We

appreciate your support. Please note that complimentary administrator memberships need to be

renewed each year.

CLINIC CORNER
     The 2026 TABC Clinic will be held May 7-9, in San Antonio, at St. Mary’s University and the Doubletree by Hilton -
San Antonio Airport Hotel. TABC has negotiated excellent room rates with the Doubletree and other nearby hotels. All
have free parking! The TABC golf tournament will take place Thursday morning. Clinic on-site registration and pre-
registration check-in will take place Thursday afternoon.Thursday night will feature the boys’ all-star games with the
girls’ all-star games on Friday night. All Thursday and Friday speakers will be on the court at St. Mary’s University.
Saturday’s schedule includes speakers at the Doubletree ballroom followed by the Hall of Fame induction banquet.
There will be a coaches’ reception on BOTH Thursday and Friday nights with complimentary food and drinks and lots
of prizes for all who are registered for the clinic. It is not too early to sign-up for the Clinic. Early registration for the
clinic ends on April 26, 2026.  Please go to our website, tabchoops.org for more information about the clinic and TABC
membership. 

Milestone Awards
  
   TABC presents Milestone Awards to Texas coaches who reach their 300  varsity win and each multiple of 100
thereafter. If you reach one of those milestones during the season, please let TABC know immediately so that we
can order your plaque. Plaques commemorating 300 and 400 wins can be picked up at the TABC clinic or it will be
mailed to you. Plaques for 500 and subsequent milestones are presented during a halftime ceremony at the UIL
state tournaments. We must submit a list of all coaches who will participate in that ceremony by February 1, so
please don’t wait until after your season is over to let us know about your achievement. Please e-mail TABC at
office@tabchoops.org when you reach your 300 , 400 , 500  and subsequent century marks. 

th

th th th
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People, Places and Things
Our people, places and things section is your opportunity to get statewide recognition for things that you
and your team are doing throughout the season. Please send us news and pictures of special events, player,
coach or team accomplishments or just interesting basketball news from your community to
rick@tabchoops.org 

Coach Charles Walker, longtime coach at Hull-Daisetta High School passed away at his home in Liberty County
on August 17. He was 84 years old and had been married to his wife Addie for 58 years. During his twenty-four
years at Hull-Daisetta he won over 500 games and had a profound impact on students and athletes throughout
his career. The high school gym now bears his name. He is survived by his wife and his son Danny, two
grandchildren and one great grandchild.
Lester King has retired after 47 years of coaching and 848 career wins. The graduate of Southwest Texas State
University had coaching stops at Smithville, Waelder and Calvert before coming to Goodrich where his teams
were state champions in 2001 and finalists in 2008, 2002 and 1998. The Hornets were also final four teams in
2006 and 2007. Coach King was on the TABC board of directors in 1999-2001 and served on many committees
throughout his storied career.  
Texas High School Basketball Hall of Famer Larry Tidwell is back. After returning to Schulenburg where he
established the Lady Shorthorns into a state power, he retired to take care of his mother. With her passing he
has returned to Bellevue where the girls basketball team hasn't had a winning record in 13 years or won district
in over 20 years. Larry will add the Lady Eagles to his resume of nineteen years as a high school coach and
thirty-one years in college.  
In 2021 Taylor Sims was head girls coach at Waco Connally HS when he reported that he had passed his 300
career wins milestone (he actually has 347) but missed the deadline for getting his plaque printed. At the end
of the year Coach Sims had a stroke and had to take 2022 off before getting released by his doctors to resume
coaching and teaching. For the past two years he has been an assistant girls’ coach at Temple HS and will return
to that position this season. TABC will make sure he finally gets his plaque for 300 wins with this year’s
milestone winners. When the opportunity presents itself, he will return to head coaching so he can work
toward milestone win number 400 and beyond.  

@Tabchoops www.tabchoops.org

Follow Us on X Visit our Website

TABC
MEMBERSH IP
2025-2026

1800
SEPTEMBER  20 ,  2025
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     Please provide your input by completing a TABC district picks
survey. This allows all coaches to have input on the TABC
District Favorites and Pre-season Rankings. Please go to the
TABC website at www.tabchoops.org and click on the blue box
located just above the president’s message to fill in and submit
your survey. TABC wants your input, so make sure your voice is
heard by completing your district picks survey. The deadline to
submit your choices is Monday, October 1, so please go online
and send in your survey today.

 Let Your Voice Be Heard! 
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