


Nomination and Registration Deadlines

he deadlines for nominating your players, coaches and student assistants are coming
up soon, so don’t miss out on getting them the recognition they deserve. Below is a list
of awards along with their nomination deadlines.

UIL All-Region: (February 14) These are for both boys and girls. The all-region nomination
form nominates your player for all-region, all-state, Player of the Year, Mr. or Miss
Basketball and the all-star team so you only need to send it once.

Don Coleman and Dean Weese Outstanding Coach Awards (February 14) These awards go
to coaches who did not win a state championship but had an outstanding season, close
playoff loss to a state champ, first time in the playoffs, school-record number of wins,
etc.

Private School All-State: (February 21) These are for both boys and girls. The all-state
nomination form nominates your player for all-state, player of the year, Mr. or Miss
Basketball and the all-star team so you only need to send it once.

Middle School Coach of the Year: (March 15) These are for both boys and girls and both
public and private schools. MAKE SURE BOTH YOU AND YOUR MIDDLE SCHOOL OR
JUNIOR HIGH COACH ARE MEMBERS BEFORE NOMINATING THEM.

Assistant Coach of the Year: (March 15) These are for both boys and girls and both public
and private schools. MAKE SURE BOTH YOU AND YOUR ASSISTANT COACH ARE MEMBERS
BEFORE NOMINATING THEM.

Student Assistant of the Year: (March 15) These are for both boys and girls and both
public and private schools. Nominate your managers, scorebook keepers and student
trainers.

Academic All-State (March 15) Open to Senior players and managers who earned a varsity
letter and have a minimum seven-semester cumulative average of 92 on a 100-point scale
or minimum of 3.7 on a 4-point scale.

Free Throw and 3 Point Awards (March 21) Click the link for 3 Point — FT and enter the
stats. All winners will be taken from these nominations, so it is not necessary to e-mail
TABC with your stats. Please wait until your season is over to submit your nominations
and please only submit them one time. Only shots made in games against VARSITY teams
will count.

Scholarships: (April 1) TABC awards 24 high school scholarships annually. Be sure to
check the boxes for all scholarships for which the player is eligible.

TABC Clinic Pre-Registration: (April 24) You can avoid long lines at check in and save $10
by pre-registering for the TABC Clinic. Registration forms and complete payment must be
received by the TABC office by April 24.

Page 2

























Continued from previous page

Milestone Awards

Bennett wins #300

Shepherd boys Coach Jeremy Bennett won his 300" varsity game on December 16" by
beating Coldspring-Oakhurst 73-53.Coach Bennett is pictured below celebrating with his
Pirates after the game.

Texas Colleges and Universities Nationally Ranked
January 14, 2026

NCAA Division |

NCAA Division |l

NCAA Division lll

NAIA

JUCO Division |

JUCO Division llI

WOMEN:

MEN:
WOMEN:

MEN:

WOMEN:
MEN:

WOMEN:

MEN:

WOMEN:

MEN:

WOMEN:

MEN:

(TABC Member Coaches are listed in parentheses)
Texas, #4, (Vic Schaefer), TCU, #10, (Mark Campbell), Texas Tech, #17,
Baylor, #18.
Houston, #7, (Kelvin Sampson), Texas Tech, #15, (Grant McCasland).
Texas Woman'’s University, #3, (Beth Jillson), WTAMU, #7, (Josh Prock),
Lubbock Christian, #11, (Steve Gomez).
Lubbock Christian, #5, (Todd Duncan), St. Edwards, #17,
WTAMU, #16, (Tom Brown), Dallas Baptist, #25, (Blake Flickner).
TBA
St. Thomas, #7, (Anthony Medina)
TBA
Nelson University, #17
South Plains, #1, McLennan, #7, Trinity Valley, #16, (Precious lvy),
Grayson, #24, Clarendon #25.

Midland, #2, Howard, #5, (Kyle Cooper), Trinity Valley, #7, Odessa, #8,
Kilgore, #17, South Plains, #18, McLennan, #24, (Kevin Gill).

Dallas College Mountain View, #11, Dallas College Richland, #12.
Dallas College Richland, #2, (John Havens), Dallas College Eastfield, #10.
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Our people, places and things section is your opportunity to get statewide recognition for things that
you and your team are doing throughout the season. Please send us news and pictures of special

events, player, coach or team accomplishments or just interesting basketball news from your
community to rick@tabchoops.org

As teams across the state get into their district races the games begin to take on playoff
ramifications. Also, during the Christmas Holidays, many tournaments matched up ranked
teams. Put those things together and the number of undefeated teams in the TABC rankings
went from thirty-five in mid-December to seven in the last rankings on January 12. The
remaining undefeated teams are GIRLS: 6A Westlake (Vickie Benson), 5A SA Wagner
(Anissa Jackson), Whitehouse (Meagan Leggett, 1A Eula (Josh Fostel), Gordon (Matt
Garnett) BOYS: 6A Katy Seven Lakes (Shannon Heston), 5A - McAllen (Ryan Flores).

On December 13 Orangefield boys defeated Sabine Pass in a non-district game for Coach

Bryan Whitmire's 300th career win and his 100th win at Orangefield. In the game Jaden
Scales of Orangefield scored 49 points to get him within two points of 2,000 career points. He
passed that milestone in the next game against Jasper. Orangefield is currently 18-3 and #9 in
3A boys.

In a boys’ district 20-3A matchup between two ranked teams #25 Mexia (Travis Marmon)
outlasted #13 Fairfield (Tyler Terry) 81-79 in overtime. In that game 5'9" senior guard Kelan
Collins of Mexia scored 59 points. Watch for the rematch in Fairfield in three weeks.

Before Christmas, 5'10" senior guard Jace Sullivan of Tom Bean (14-2A) went on a tear
scoring 41 points against Callisburg and 50 against Dayton reaching the 1,500 career point
total against Tioga. After Christmas Jace has added another 200 points to that total for the 18-
5 #14 ranked Tomcats. The Tom Bean coach is TABC board member and proud father JD
Sullivan. =

During a boy's game at Fulshear HS (20-6A) on December 2,
longtime Houston area referee Al Burgess collapsed when his
heart stopped beating during the game. Fulshear AD and football
coach Stephen Hill and assistant trainer Jessica Blain took
immediate action and within a minute and forty seconds they
administered CPR and hooked him to a defibrillator restoring his
heartbeat. On January 9, Burgess returned to the Fulshear gym

on his seventy-second birthday where he and the people who
saved him were honored. Al has not returned to refereeing yet, but =
said he is glad to be here, and thanked those who saved his life.




People, Places and Things = (Continued from previous page)

During the holidays the McMullen County girls (32-1A) won the George West Holiday Tournament. During that
victory guard Mia Belz surpassed 1,000 career points and senior guard Camie Taylor surpassed 2,000 career
points. Camie also made five three-pointers giving her 400 for her career. Both Mia and Camie were selected to
the all-tournament team. The coach of the 21-5 #14 ranked Cowgirls is Shannon Taylor. He is also Camie's

Doug Boxell, head coach of Hawkins (21-2A) boys, won his 1,000th career game as a head coach before
Christmas. Doug has coached for 45 years with 41 as a head coach. His Hawks are 16-6 on the season.
Congratulations to Coach Boxell and the Hawks.

During the holiday break Calvin Ellington of Tarkington (19-4A) scored 57 points in a game against Hardin. The
6' senior guard averages 30 points to go with 5 assists and 4 steals per game for the Longhorns and Coach
Cody Wynn.

MJ Thomas is a sophomore forward for New Orleans University where he has five games with 10 ten rebounds
or more with a season high of 19 against East Texas A&M. Last year he set the freshman record with 19 against
the same team. He is the son of Michael Thomas, head boys coach at Denton and the grandson of Henry
Thomas, a retired basketball coach. Both Henry and Michael and two more sisters are longtime TABC
members.

Mia Barre of Pearland Dawson holds the season (93) and career (137) school records for made three-point field
goals. She is in the process of rewriting both records as she continues to make shots from beyond the arc. She
is 56/147 (38%) so far this season. The Lady Eagles of coach Gary Douglas are currently 25-2 and # 5 in class
BA. Mia is the daughter of Pearland Dawson head boys coach Mark Barre.

Summer Sodek of Flatonia girls recently scored her 3,000th career
point against Cuero. She is working toward her fourth TABC all-state
selection. The Flatonia coach is Bethany MclLeod and the Lady
Bulldogs are currently 23-2 and #8 in class 2A. Summer is the
daughter of the Flatonia superintendent and former boys coach and
TABC board member Chris Sodek. She has already signed to play at
Texas Women's University next season.

Tamia King of Westlake girls (26-6A) scored her 1,000th point in late November and continues to lead the Lady
Chaps as she was selected MVP of all three tournaments Westlake entered. Vickie Benson is the Westlake
coach and they are 27-0 and #1 in class 6A. Tamia will play for the University of Houston next season.
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Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame
Class of 2026

The Class of 2026 will be inducted into the Texas High School
Basketball Hall of Fame at the spring TABC Clinic. This year’s class
includes Jeff Bell, Donna Capps, Jerry Cassell, Derrick Daniels, Tai
Dillard, Karl Godine, Karen Aulenbacher-Heintz and Sara Hinkley
Watkins. This deserving group of Texas legends will be inducted during
the Hall of Fame banquet in the ballroom at the Doubletree by Hilton -
San Antonio Airport Hotel on Saturday, May 9, 2026, at 6:00 pm.
Tickets went on sale January 1, 2026, on the TABC website at
www.tabchoops.org.

Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame Nominations

Nominations for the Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame are always
being accepted. Below is some information on how candidates are
considered and how you can nominate someone.

CATEGORIES: Coach, Player, Contributor

REQUIREMENTS TO BE CONSIDERED:

-Active coaches may be considered after reaching 900 wins.

‘Retired coaches may be considered at any time based on
accomplishments.

-Texas high school players may be considered fifteen years after graduation
from high school.

-Contributors may be considered at any time.

TO NOMINATE: Please email hawk @tabchoops.org with

1. Name of Nominee

2. Years (ex. 1966-1969) /Records/School(s)

3. Honors, Stats, Newspaper Articles, Letters of Recommendation
4. Name/Contact Information of the Person Making the Nomination

All nominations will be forwarded to the Texas High School Basketball Hall

of Fame Selection Committee.
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