
Dear Coaches,
     Congratulations to all teams that made the playoffs and achieved deep runs—and a special shout-out to all of our state
champions! Thank you to the UIL for hosting such outstanding championships.

     As we reflect on the season, don't miss what's coming. Register for the TABC clinic and bring your middle school
coaches—it's a fantastic opportunity to grow and network. Mark your calendars for the girls and boys showcases, which
have become must-see events for college coaches.

     A final note as we close another season, I'm grateful for the young people I get to coach, their families, and our
amazing community. Yes, coaching can feel exhausting and overwhelming at times. But we get the opportunity to do
something special. We have the chance to influence and encourage young people during a critical season of their lives.
Keep working, keep growing, keep learning. They are worth it. They deserve our best. 
  

Vickie Benson, TABC President

To vote for the TABC 2  vice-president (who will serve as TABC president for 2028-2029) simply go to the TABC website
(www.tabchoops.org) and click on the box beneath the candidate’s bios that says VOTE NOW. You will need to input your first and
last name along with your school and your TABC membership ID# that is printed on the front of your TABC membership card. Voting
ends on April 26th and the winner will be announced at the TABC Clinic on May 7th. The candidates’ bios and pictures are below.
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Coach Matt Sayman is currently
completing his first year as the head
basketball coach at Midway High School
and his 19th year overall in coaching.
Prior to arriving at Midway, Sayman
spent 12 years as the head coach at
Grapevine Faith Christian School, where
his teams reached the state Final Four
twice and became known for their
offensive firepower, averaging 365 made
three-pointers per season.

Sayman began his coaching career as a varsity assistant, spending one
year working for Jeff Clarkson at Naaman Forest High School and five years
under Wes Watson at McKinney High School.
Matt and his wife Jana, a teacher at Midway, have two children. Their oldest
son, Landon, plays college basketball at Trinity University, and their
youngest, Cade, is a senior in high school who plays soccer.
TABC has had a significant impact on Coach Sayman’s career as both a
player and a coach. He played for Coach Tommy Thomas at The Colony
High School and was selected to compete in the TABC All-Star Game as a
senior. He went on to play collegiately at Baylor University from 2000–2004.                                                            

Matt Sayman Pete Solis
 Coach Pete Solis Jr is in his twenty-second
year as a basketball coach and is currently
the head boys’ basketball coach at J.W.
Nixon High School. He has led the
Mustangs for nineteen years and takes
pride in continuing to mold young men into
hard-workers, dependable teammates, and
devotees of the game. At J.W Nixon High
School, Coach Solis has instilled a lively
culture centered on basketball and family.
The “Brotherhood” philosophy is the
mentality of thinking about others before
thinking   about   yourself.   Throughout   his 
nineteen years of coaching the “The Brotherhood”, Coach Solis has led the
Mustangs to three Elite Eight appearances along with ten District
Championships, and twenty-nine playoff wins. Coach Solis has been fortunate to
serve in multiple capacities
within TABC. These roles
include: TABC Board of
Directors (2018-2021), TABC All
Region Committee (2015-
2018), (Continued on next page)(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)
Throughout his career, Sayman has served the organization in multiple roles,
including on the TABC Board of Directors, as a District Coordinator, and on the
All-Region Committee. He is also an active member of the THSCA. 
To give back to the game, Sayman hosts the JAMODI Podcast. Over the past
five years, he has interviewed hundreds of coaches from across the country,
many from Texas high school basketball, gaining a deep appreciation for the
leadership and basketball knowledge across the state.
Coach Sayman is humbled to be considered for the position of 2nd Vice
President and, if voted in, looks forward to listening to coaches and working
alongside the TABC Board to continue growing the game of basketball in Texas.

(Continued from previous page)
 TABC All State Committee (2011, 2016-2018), and TABC Outstanding Coach
Committee (2024-2026). 
In 2015 and 2019, Coach Solis was awarded the TABC Don Coleman
Outstanding Coach Award. Coach Solis is the proud husband of Ana and
father to Derek, 17 which plays for the brotherhood. 
 Coach Pete Solis Jr is blessed to be nominated for the position of the TABC
Second Vice-President. He understands the importance of being a voice for
the game of basketball for the great state of Texas. He would greatly
appreciate your vote. 

Matt Sayman Pete Solis

Hall of Fame Tickets Now on Sale (online only - TABC website)

Mar 21 Deadline: Free Throw and 3-Point Award Nomination

April 1 Deadline: TABC Scholarships

24 ** Last Day to Pre-Register for TABC Clinic**

May 7-9 TABC Clinic in San Antonio

7 TABC Golf Tournament

7 Boys All-Star Games

8 Girls All-Star Games

9 Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony

June 1-12 TABC Camp of Champs - Brenham

1-3 Girls Fundamental Camp and Girls JH Team Camp #1

4-6 Girls JH Team Camp #2 and Girls HS Team Camp

7-9 Boys Fundamental Camp and Boys JH Team Camp

10-12 Boys HS Team Camp

18-20 TABC Girls Showcase - Bryan

26-28 TABC Boys Showcase - Mansfield and Duncanville

Jul 31 2025-26 Membership EXPIRES (Sign up NOW for next year!)

2 0 2 5 - 2 6  B a s k e t b a l l  C a l e n d a r
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C L I N I C  C O R N E RC L I N I C  C O R N E RC L I N I C  C O R N E R
The 2026 TABC Clinic will be held May 7-9, 2026 in San Antonio, at St. Mary’s University

and the Doubletree by Hilton - San Antonio Airport Hotel. TABC has negotiated excellent

room rates with the Doubletree and other nearby hotels. All have free parking! Clinic

speakers confirmed so far include Zach Urbanus, Texas Pro Academy, Stacey Holowell,

New Orleans men, Matthew Mitchell, Houston Women, Lane Lord, UTRGV women, Will

Wade, North Carolina State men, Bridgette Mitchell, Fordham women, Stephanie

Williams, Kilgore College women, Bubba Jennings, Arlington Baptist men, Krista Gerlich,

Texas Tech women, Byron Smith, Prairie View A&M men, and Heidi Van Der Veer, UC San

Diego women. The TABC golf tournament will take place Thursday morning. Clinic on-

site registration and pre-registration check-in will take place Thursday afternoon.

Thursday night will feature the boys’ all-star games with the girls’ all-star games on

Friday night. All Thursday and Friday speakers will be on the court at St. Mary’s

University. Saturday’s schedule includes speakers at the Doubletree ballroom followed

by the Hall of Fame induction banquet. There will be a coaches’ reception on BOTH

Thursday and Friday nights with complimentary food and drinks and lots of prizes for all

who are registered for the clinic. It is not too early to sign-up for the Clinic. Early

registration for the clinic ends on April 24, 2026.  Please go to our website,

tabchoops.org for more information about the clinic and TABC membership. 
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Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame
Class of 2026

The Class of 2026 will be inducted into the Texas High School Basketball Hall of
Fame at the spring TABC Clinic. This year’s class includes Jeff Bell, Donna Capps,
Jerry Cassell, Derrick Daniels, Tai Dillard, Karl Godine, Karen Aulenbacher-Heintz
and Sara Hinkley Watkins.  This deserving group of Texas legends will be inducted
during the Hall of Fame banquet in the ballroom at the Doubletree by Hilton - San
Antonio Airport Hotel on Saturday, May 9, 2026 at 6:00 pm. Tickets are now on sale
on the TABC website at www.tabchoops.org.

Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame Nominations

Nominations for the Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame are always being
accepted. Below is some information on how candidates are considered and how you
can nominate someone.

CATEGORIES: Coach, Player, Contributor
REQUIREMENTS TO BE CONSIDERED:
·Active coaches may be considered after reaching 900 wins.
·Retired coaches may be considered at any time based on accomplishments.
·Texas high school players may be considered fifteen years after graduation from high
school.
·Contributors may be considered at any time.

TO NOMINATE: Please email hawk@tabchoops.org with 
1.  Name of Nominee
2.  Years (ex. 1966-1969) /Records/School(s)
3.   Honors, Stats, Newspaper Articles, Letters of Recommendation
4.  Name/Contact Information of the Person Making the Nomination

All nominations will be forwarded to the Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame
Selection Committee.
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The deadlines for nominating your players, coaches and student assistants are coming up
soon, so don’t miss out on getting them the recognition they deserve. Below is a list of
awards along with their nomination deadlines. 

Academic All-State (Still Open)) Open to Senior players and managers who earned a
varsity letter and have a minimum seven-semester cumulative average of 92 on a 100-
point scale or minimum of 3.7 on a 4-point scale.

Free Throw and 3 Point Awards (March 21) Click the link for 3 Point – FT and enter the
stats. All winners will be taken from these nominations so it is not necessary to e-mail
TABC with your stats. Please wait until your season is over to submit your nominations
and please only submit them one time.  Only shots made in games against VARSITY teams
will count.

Scholarships: (April 1) TABC awards 24 high school scholarships annually. Be sure to
check the boxes for all scholarships for which the player is eligible.

TABC Clinic Pre-Registration: (April 24) You can avoid long lines at check in and save $10
by pre-registering for the TABC Clinic. Registration forms and complete payment must be
received by the TABC office by April 24.

Nomination and Registration Deadlines
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2026 TABC Girls Showcase
June 18-20

The Texas Association of Basketball Coaches, in conjunction with the UIL, NFHS,
and the NHSBCA, will be hosting a certified event for all college coaches, Division
1 thru Junior College. The TABC Girls’ Showcase will be held Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, June 18-20, 2025 in Bryan, Texas at the Legends Event Center
and local scholastic sites.

2026 TABC Boys Showcase
June 26-28

The Texas Association of Basketball Coaches, in conjunction with the UIL, NFHS,
and the NHSBCA, will be hosting a certified event for all levels of college
coaches, including Division I college coaches thru Junior College. The TABC
Boys Showcase will be held Friday, Saturday and Sunday, June 26-28, 2025 in
Mansfield, Duncanville and Cedar Hill.

Please check the TABC website for registration and ticket information.



Milestone Awards
TABC presents Milestone Awards to Texas coaches who reach
their 300  varsity win and each multiple of 100 thereafter. If
you reach one of those milestones during the season, please
let TABC know immediately so that we can order your plaque.
Plaques commemorating 300 and 400 wins can be picked up
at the TABC clinic or it will be mailed to you. Plaques for 500
and subsequent UIL milestones are presented during a
halftime ceremony at the UIL state tournaments. Please e-
mail TABC at office@tabchoops.org when you reach your
300 , 400 , 500  and subsequent century marks. 

th

th th th

 

Amarillo Palo Duro girls’ varsity Coach AJ Johnson hit win #600 on December
9th with a 41-38 victory over Lubbock Cooper. Coach Johnson is pictured
below celebrating his milestone with his team. 
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Milestone Awards
 

Lipan boys’ varsity Coach Brent Gaylor won his 600  game on January 29th
with a 94-26 victory over Santo. Coach Gaylor is pictured below celebrating
his milestone with his team. 

th

New Home boys’varsity Coach Koby Abney reached varsity win #500 on December 29th
with a 63-29 victory over Denver City in the Littlefield Holiday Tournament. Coach Abney is
pictured below celebrating his milestone with his team.
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Milestone Awards

Gary boys’ varsity Coach Jimmy Wallace topped 500 varsity wins on February
17th with a 52-48 victory over Beckville. Coach Wallace is pictured below
celebrating his milestone with his team.

Lipan girls’ varsity Coach Amber Branson won her 500th varsity game on
December 29th with an 86-22 victory over Sabine at the Teneha Holiday Hoops
Tournament. Coach Branson is pictured below celebrating her milestone with
her team.
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Milestone Awards

Harlingen South boys’ varsity Coach Brian Molina won his 500  career game
with 57-54 overtime playoff victory over Laredo Martin on February 27 . Coach
Molina is shown below celebrating with his team and staff.

th

th

Gordon’s boys won their third straight district championship with a win at Eula.
The win also marked the 400  in head coach Shad Reed’s varsity career. Coach
Reed is pictured below celebrating his milestone with his team.

th

Continued from previous page

Reed wins #400
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Milestone Awards

Andre Walker, varsity boys’ coach at The Oakridge School (SPC), won his 400
career game on December 31  with a 51-33 victory over Nazarene Christian.
Coach Walker is pictured below being honored by members of their alumni
alongside his current players.

th

st

Port Aransas girls’ Coach Stephanie Cowan won her 400  varsity game with a 53-21
playoff victory over Agua Dulce on February 16 .Coach Cowan is pictured below with
her team and the Marlins cheerleaders.

th

th

Continued from previous page
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Milestone Awards

Holliday boys’ Coach Kyle Tucker won his 400  varsity game on January 29 . Coach
Tucker is pictured below celebrating with his team.

th th

On January 30th Amarillo Tascosa's boys' basketball Coach Steve Jackson won his
300  career varsity game with a 64-53 victory over Amarillo High. Coach Jackson is
pictured below, celebrating with his team. 

th

Continued from previous page

Jackson gets #300
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People, Places and Things
Our people, places and things section is your opportunity to get statewide
recognition for things that you and your team are doing throughout the
season. Please send us news and pictures of special events, player, coach
or team accomplishments or just interesting basketball news from your
community to rick@tabchoops.org

Summer Sodek of Flatonia (28-2A) girls just completed her stellar high school career being
named all state for the fourth season. During that time, she scored 3,461 points, including 333
three-point shots at 36% and 600 free throws at 78%. In addition, she had 1,236 rebounds,
651 steals and 736 assists. The varsity team record for her career was 122-21. She will play
next season for Coach Beth Jillison at Texas Women's University in Denton. Bethany McLeod
is her coach and her father is the Flatonia Superintendent and former TABC board member
Chris Sodek.
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People, Places and Things - 
During the 2025-26 season there were two UIL schools whose boys and girls were both
state champions. Panhandle (Rob Shmucker and Josh Strickland) and Lipan (Amber
Branson and Brent Gaylor) achieved the rare feat. Austin Westlake (Vickie Benson and
Robert Lucero) had both girls and boys make the championship final. 
 

The TABC weekly rankings get basketball fans' competitive juices flowing and the various
rankings committees do a great job but we are not perfect. Our apologies to the teams and
fans from the Panhandle boys (Josh Strickland) and the Hitchcock girls (Sam Richardson).
Both were state champions and were never ranked this season.

The following boys’ teams made their first appearance in the state tournament in 2026: Little
Elm (Damon Bennett), Fort Bend Crawford (Chris Iles), Palestine Westwood (Kadrian
Bryant), Orangefield (Bryan Whitmire) and Panhandle (Josh Strickland). On the girls’ side
Leander Glenn (Katina Flournoy-Walker) and Hitchcock (Sam Richardson) were first timers.
Fort Bend Crawford opened in 2023, so they made the Big Show in their third year of
existence.

Senior Jace Sullivan of Tom Bean High School finished the season averaging 30.4 points
per game. He scored forty points in seven games and finished his career with over 2,100
points. Jace played for his dad, TABC board member JD Sullivan, at Ponder, MP Chapel
Hill and Tom Bean where the varsity teams won 127 games during the past four years.

At the UIL state tournaments the following schools in this year’s field have made the most
appearances since the tournament began: Lipan boys (17) and Dallas Kimball boys (16),
Martins Mill girls (20) and Dallas Lincoln girls (18). Nazareth girls are the leader for this year
with 33 appearances. The Swiftettes have won an amazing 27 titles.

Waco Live Oak Classical won both the boys and girls TAPPS 3A state championships in
Waco February 27-28. For the girls of Coach Steven Howard it was back to back titles. The
boys coach is Kyle Combs. With a hometown crowd the Falcons and Lady Falcons won the
ultimate prize.

At the conclusion of the recent UIL girls and boys state tournaments in San Antonio, no one
was more excited than former Waxahachie boys coach and TABC past president Lonnie
Gaylor and his wife Myra. Two of their grandchildren play for Lipan which won both the girls
and the boys state championships. Sydni Gaylor (freshman) plays for the girls and Court
Gaylor plays for the boys. In addition, both were named MVP of their respective
championship game. To our knowledge this is unprecedented for a brother/sister to be
selected for that honor in the same year. Their dad is Brent Gaylor who coaches the boys
and Amber Branson is the girl's coach.

Edinburg Harvest Christian won the girls 1A state championship for the fourth consecutive
year. The Lady Eagles are coached by Jaime Gonzalez. He coached all four of those
champions.
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The National Association of Basketball Coaches recognizes one outstanding boys’ basketball coach
and one outstanding girls’ basketball coach in all fifty states and Washington DC with the John
Wooden Legacy Award. The criteria for this award are rooted in the ideals of Education, Longevity,
Character, Service and Excellence. The winners from the state of Texas are Kit Kyle Martin from
Carthage High School and Tommy Brakel from North Crowley High School. Congratulations to both.
See their bios below:

WBCA Pat Summit National High School Coach of the Year. She has also been named District Coach of the
Year 18 times.

She has served the coaching profession through her service on the Texas Girl’s Coaches Association Board of
Directors for eight years and the Texas Association of Basketball Coaches Board of Directors for four years. In
recognition of her career and impact, on and off the court, she was inducted into the Carthage HS Athletics Hall
of Honor in 2021 and the Carthage ISD Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame in 2023.

Throughout her career, she and her teams have been involved in many community service activities, including
building pet houses for a no-kill animal sanctuary, volunteering annually at Back-to-School Bash events for
elementary students, organizing Thanksgiving turkey and canned food drives, participating in elementary school
walk-ins prior to games, and helping with 5K races benefitting special needs children.

Coach Martin believes her greatest satisfaction comes from watching young women grow through the game of
basketball develop confidence and leadership qualities, and carry those lessons into their lives beyond high
school. She strongly believes in the quote by John Wooden, “Success is peace of mind attained only through
self-satisfaction in knowing you made the effort to do the best of which you are capable”. That philosophy has
guided her work with student-athletes, schools, and communities throughout her career.
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John Wooden Legacy Award 2025-26

Kit Kyle Martin
Coach Kit Kyle Martin is currently serving as the Athletic
Coordinator and Head Girls Basketball Coach at Carthage
High School and is in her 30th year of coaching and
education. She has compiled a varsity record of 783–218.
Her teams have qualified for the playoffs 25 times, won 19
District Championships, advanced to 12 Regional
Tournaments, captured five regional championships, and
made five appearances in the UIL State Tournament,
including three Final’s appearances.

She has coached at Marcus HS, Barbers Hill HS, Mansfield
Timberview HS, and just completed her first year at
Carthage HS. She has over 50 student athletes to go on and
compete for D-1 college basketball programs. Coach
Martin has been recognized with numerous honors,
including Dallas Morning News Coach of the Year, Fort
Worth Star-Telegram Coach of the Year, SETCA Coach of
the  Year, Texas High School 5A/6A Coach of the Year, and



Coach Brakel and his teams have served the Crowley/North Crowley area throughout his career. He and his
players have spoken often at elementary and middle schools about the importance of education and athletics,
volunteered as coaches, officials, and organizers at youth leagues, and helped to raise money for the Cook’s
Children’s Medical Center’s Stuffed Teddy Bear Drive that was organized by his daughter who was a high
school senior at the time.

Coach Brakel stated that he has read every book by Coach Wooden, or about him. “There has been no person in
my life that has been indirectly more impactful than John Wooden.” – Coach Tommy Brakel
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John Wooden Legacy Award 2025-26
Tommy Brakel Tommy Brakel is in his 28th year as the head boys’

basketball coach at North Crowley High School and his
32nd year in education. Coach Brakel has compiled a 815-
163 won-loss record during that span. His teams have
qualified for the State playoffs 27 of his 28 years as the
head coach at North Crowley. His teams have won 22
District Championships, advanced to 12 Regional
Tournaments, and captured State Championships in 2008
and 2026.

Coach Brakel was a 2-time All-American at Sul Ross
University, where he was later inducted into their Hall of
Honor. He has received numerous honors throughout his
career including being named the THSCA Coach of the
Year in 2008, coached Team USA in the Nike Global
Games, UIL Sponsor Excellence Award, District Coach of
the Year, 15 times, selected a Top 100 Coach in UIL
history, coached the McDonald’s All-American Game,  
coached the TABC All-Star Game, among other honors not
listed. 

(Continued from previous page)

2026 UIL State Tournament Pictures
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Huge Crowds at the Alamodome!
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Districts with 100% TABC
Membership of Head

Coaches
(as of 3/20/26)

 

Please encourage the
coaches in your district
to join so that your
district will be recognized
in the next newsletter.

BOYS GIRLS
UIL

6A       2
6A       5
6A     11
6A     20
6A     27
5A       1
5A     11
5A     18
5A     19
5A     23
4A       6
4A     23
3A      7
3A     20
2A       7
1A       6
TAPPS
6A       2

UIL
6A      12
5A       1 
5A      11
4A      17
4A      23

Y
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TABC
MEMBERSH IP

2025-2026

3940
March  20 ,  2026

Visit our Website

www.tabchoops.org

Follow Us on X 

@Tabchoops
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Name _______________________________________________________________________________

School ______________________________________________________________________________

Email Address ___________________________________________________________

Cell Phone Number_________________________________

Position: (circle one)   BOYS (men)    /     GIRLS (women)

Level  (circle one)  HEAD COACH  / HS ASSISTANT  /  MIDDLE SCHOOL  /  COLLEGE

League: (circle one)      UIL     TAPPS    SPC    TCAL     TCAF    College Conference_________

Classification:(High School only)      6A     5A     4A      3A      2A      1A      District #_________

Mailing Address:                                         Please select one:        Home             School

Street Address________________________________________________________________________

City____________________________________    State__________    Zip________________________

($75 per coach) ______ (May 7, 8, & 9, 2026 in San Antonio - Deadline: April 24, 2026)

(Please place a checkmark by which dues apply)

($30 per coach for 3 or more coaches from the same school) ________________________________

($25 per coach for 8 or more coaches from the same school) ________________________________

($10 per coach for 3 or more JUNIOR HIGH coaches from the same school) ____________________

Mail form and payment to: TABC, PO Box 2886, Sugar Land, TX 77487

CHECK $_____________ CASH $_____________ CREDIT CARD $ __________

Check #: ________ -OR- Credit Card #: ___________________________ Expiration Date: __________

Amount to be charged on Credit card $________Please circle one: VISA   MC   AMEX   DISC

TABC e-mail: office@tabchoops.org                      TABC website: www.tabchoops.org
PHONE: 281-313-8222

TABC 2026-27 MEMBERSHIP DUES & 2026 CLINIC

TABC CLINIC PRE-REGISTRATION

MEMBERSHIP DUES
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Active HS Coach ($35 per coach) _______($50 after Dec. 1) Retired Coach ($25 per coach)________________

Middle School Coach ($15 per coach) _____________
Non-school coaches, parents, and friends of basketball
 OTHER ($20 per coach) ______________
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	Nominations for the Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame are always being accepted. Below is some information on how candidates are considered and how you can nominate someone.
	CATEGORIES: Coach, Player, Contributor REQUIREMENTS TO BE CONSIDERED: ·Active coaches may be considered after reaching 900 wins. ·Retired coaches may be considered at any time based on accomplishments. ·Texas high school players may be considered fifteen years after graduation from high school. ·Contributors may be considered at any time.
	TO NOMINATE: Please email hawk@tabchoops.org with  1.  Name of Nominee 2.  Years (ex. 1966-1969) /Records/School(s) 3.   Honors, Stats, Newspaper Articles, Letters of Recommendation 4.  Name/Contact Information of the Person Making the Nomination
	All nominations will be forwarded to the Texas High School Basketball Hall of Fame Selection Committee.


	2026 TABC Boys Showcase
	Milestone Awards
	TABC presents Milestone Awards to Texas coaches who reach their 300th varsity win and each multiple of 100 thereafter. If you reach one of those milestones during the season, please let TABC know immediately so that we can order your plaque. Plaques commemorating 300 and 400 wins can be picked up at the TABC clinic or it will be mailed to you. Plaques for 500 and subsequent UIL milestones are presented during a halftime ceremony at the UIL state tournaments. Please e-mail TABC at office@tabchoops.org when you reach your 300th, 400th, 500th and subsequent century marks.
	Amarillo Palo Duro girls’ varsity Coach AJ Johnson hit win #600 on December 9th with a 41-38 victory over Lubbock Cooper. Coach Johnson is pictured below celebrating his milestone with his team.

	Johnson hits #600

	Milestone Awards
	Lipan boys’ varsity Coach Brent Gaylor won his 600th game on January 29th with a 94-26 victory over Santo. Coach Gaylor is pictured below celebrating his milestone with his team.
	Gaylor climbs to #600
	Abney reaches #500

	Milestone Awards
	Gary boys’ varsity Coach Jimmy Wallace topped 500 varsity wins on February 17th with a 52-48 victory over Beckville. Coach Wallace is pictured below celebrating his milestone with his team.
	Lipan girls’ varsity Coach Amber Branson won her 500th varsity game on December 29th with an 86-22 victory over Sabine at the Teneha Holiday Hoops Tournament. Coach Branson is pictured below celebrating her milestone with her team.
	Continued from previous page

	Wallace tops #500
	Branson wins #500

	Milestone Awards
	Harlingen South boys’ varsity Coach Brian Molina won his 500th career game with 57-54 overtime playoff victory over Laredo Martin on February 27th. Coach Molina is shown below celebrating with his team and staff.
	Gordon’s boys won their third straight district championship with a win at Eula. The win also marked the 400th in head coach Shad Reed’s varsity career. Coach Reed is pictured below celebrating his milestone with his team.
	Continued from previous page

	Molina wins #500
	Reed wins #400

	Milestone Awards
	Andre Walker, varsity boys’ coach at The Oakridge School (SPC), won his 400th career game on December 31st with a 51-33 victory over Nazarene Christian. Coach Walker is pictured below being honored by members of their alumni alongside his current players.
	Port Aransas girls’ Coach Stephanie Cowan won her 400th varsity game with a 53-21 playoff victory over Agua Dulce on February 16th.Coach Cowan is pictured below with her team and the Marlins cheerleaders.
	Continued from previous page

	Walker wins #400
	Cowan wins #400

	Milestone Awards
	Holliday boys’ Coach Kyle Tucker won his 400th varsity game on January 29th. Coach Tucker is pictured below celebrating with his team.
	On January 30th Amarillo Tascosa's boys' basketball Coach Steve Jackson won his 300th career varsity game with a 64-53 victory over Amarillo High. Coach Jackson is pictured below, celebrating with his team.
	Tucker wins #400
	Jackson gets #300

	People, Places and Things
	Our people, places and things section is your opportunity to get statewide recognition for things that you and your team are doing throughout the season. Please send us news and pictures of special events, player, coach or team accomplishments or just interesting basketball news from your community to rick@tabchoops.org
	Summer Sodek of Flatonia (28-2A) girls just completed her stellar high school career being named all state for the fourth season. During that time, she scored 3,461 points, including 333 three-point shots at 36% and 600 free throws at 78%. In addition, she had 1,236 rebounds, 651 steals and 736 assists. The varsity team record for her career was 122-21. She will play next season for Coach Beth Jillison at Texas Women's University in Denton. Bethany McLeod is her coach and her father is the Flatonia Superintendent and former TABC board member Chris Sodek.


	People, Places and Things -
	During the 2025-26 season there were two UIL schools whose boys and girls were both state champions. Panhandle (Rob Shmucker and Josh Strickland) and Lipan (Amber Branson and Brent Gaylor) achieved the rare feat. Austin Westlake (Vickie Benson and Robert Lucero) had both girls and boys make the championship final.
	The TABC weekly rankings get basketball fans' competitive juices flowing and the various rankings committees do a great job but we are not perfect. Our apologies to the teams and fans from the Panhandle boys (Josh Strickland) and the Hitchcock girls (Sam Richardson). Both were state champions and were never ranked this season.
	The following boys’ teams made their first appearance in the state tournament in 2026: Little Elm (Damon Bennett), Fort Bend Crawford (Chris Iles), Palestine Westwood (Kadrian Bryant), Orangefield (Bryan Whitmire) and Panhandle (Josh Strickland). On the girls’ side Leander Glenn (Katina Flournoy-Walker) and Hitchcock (Sam Richardson) were first timers. Fort Bend Crawford opened in 2023, so they made the Big Show in their third year of existence.
	Senior Jace Sullivan of Tom Bean High School finished the season averaging 30.4 points per game. He scored forty points in seven games and finished his career with over 2,100 points. Jace played for his dad, TABC board member JD Sullivan, at Ponder, MP Chapel Hill and Tom Bean where the varsity teams won 127 games during the past four years.
	At the UIL state tournaments the following schools in this year’s field have made the most appearances since the tournament began: Lipan boys (17) and Dallas Kimball boys (16), Martins Mill girls (20) and Dallas Lincoln girls (18). Nazareth girls are the leader for this year with 33 appearances. The Swiftettes have won an amazing 27 titles.
	Waco Live Oak Classical won both the boys and girls TAPPS 3A state championships in Waco February 27-28. For the girls of Coach Steven Howard it was back to back titles. The boys coach is Kyle Combs. With a hometown crowd the Falcons and Lady Falcons won the ultimate prize.
	At the conclusion of the recent UIL girls and boys state tournaments in San Antonio, no one was more excited than former Waxahachie boys coach and TABC past president Lonnie Gaylor and his wife Myra. Two of their grandchildren play for Lipan which won both the girls and the boys state championships. Sydni Gaylor (freshman) plays for the girls and Court Gaylor plays for the boys. In addition, both were named MVP of their respective championship game. To our knowledge this is unprecedented for a brother/sister to be selected for that honor in the same year. Their dad is Brent Gaylor who coaches the boys and Amber Branson is the girl's coach.
	Edinburg Harvest Christian won the girls 1A state championship for the fourth consecutive year. The Lady Eagles are coached by Jaime Gonzalez. He coached all four of those champions.
	The National Association of Basketball Coaches recognizes one outstanding boys’ basketball coach and one outstanding girls’ basketball coach in all fifty states and Washington DC with the John Wooden Legacy Award. The criteria for this award are rooted in the ideals of Education, Longevity, Character, Service and Excellence. The winners from the state of Texas are Kit Kyle Martin from Carthage High School and Tommy Brakel from North Crowley High School. Congratulations to both. See their bios below:
	WBCA Pat Summit National High School Coach of the Year. She has also been named District Coach of the Year 18 times.
	She has served the coaching profession through her service on the Texas Girl’s Coaches Association Board of Directors for eight years and the Texas Association of Basketball Coaches Board of Directors for four years. In recognition of her career and impact, on and off the court, she was inducted into the Carthage HS Athletics Hall of Honor in 2021 and the Carthage ISD Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame in 2023.
	Throughout her career, she and her teams have been involved in many community service activities, including building pet houses for a no-kill animal sanctuary, volunteering annually at Back-to-School Bash events for elementary students, organizing Thanksgiving turkey and canned food drives, participating in elementary school walk-ins prior to games, and helping with 5K races benefitting special needs children.
	Coach Martin believes her greatest satisfaction comes from watching young women grow through the game of basketball develop confidence and leadership qualities, and carry those lessons into their lives beyond high school. She strongly believes in the quote by John Wooden, “Success is peace of mind attained only through self-satisfaction in knowing you made the effort to do the best of which you are capable”. That philosophy has guided her work with student-athletes, schools, and communities throughout her career.


	John Wooden Legacy Award 2025-26
	Kit Kyle Martin
	Coach Kit Kyle Martin is currently serving as the Athletic Coordinator and Head Girls Basketball Coach at Carthage High School and is in her 30th year of coaching and education. She has compiled a varsity record of 783–218. Her teams have qualified for the playoffs 25 times, won 19 District Championships, advanced to 12 Regional Tournaments, captured five regional championships, and made five appearances in the UIL State Tournament, including three Final’s appearances.
	She has coached at Marcus HS, Barbers Hill HS, Mansfield Timberview HS, and just completed her first year at Carthage HS. She has over 50 student athletes to go on and compete for D-1 college basketball programs. Coach Martin has been recognized with numerous honors, including Dallas Morning News Coach of the Year, Fort Worth Star-Telegram Coach of the Year, SETCA Coach of the  Year, Texas High School 5A/6A Coach of the Year, and

	John Wooden Legacy Award 2025-26
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	Tommy Brakel
	2026 UIL State Tournament Pictures

	2026 UIL State Tournament Pictures
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	Huge Crowds at the Alamodome!
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	TABC MEMBERSHIP
	2025-2026
	3940 March 20, 2026
	Districts with 100% TABC Membership of Head Coaches (as of 3/20/26)
	Please encourage the coaches in your district to join so that your district will be recognized in the next newsletter.
	BOYS
	GIRLS



	TABC 2026-27 MEMBERSHIP DUES & 2026 CLINIC
	Name _______________________________________________________________________________
	School ______________________________________________________________________________
	Email Address ___________________________________________________________
	Cell Phone Number_________________________________
	Position: (circle one)   BOYS (men)    /     GIRLS (women)
	Level  (circle one)  HEAD COACH  / HS ASSISTANT  /  MIDDLE SCHOOL  /  COLLEGE
	League: (circle one)      UIL     TAPPS    SPC    TCAL     TCAF    College Conference_________
	Classification:(High School only)      6A     5A     4A      3A      2A      1A      District #_________
	Mailing Address:                                         Please select one:        Home             School
	Street Address________________________________________________________________________
	City____________________________________    State__________    Zip________________________
	($75 per coach) ______ (May 7, 8, & 9, 2026 in San Antonio - Deadline: April 24, 2026)
	(Please place a checkmark by which dues apply)
	($30 per coach for 3 or more coaches from the same school) ________________________________
	($25 per coach for 8 or more coaches from the same school) ________________________________
	($10 per coach for 3 or more JUNIOR HIGH coaches from the same school) ____________________
	Mail form and payment to: TABC, PO Box 2886, Sugar Land, TX 77487
	CHECK $_____________ CASH $_____________ CREDIT CARD $ __________
	Check #: ________ -OR- Credit Card #: ___________________________ Expiration Date: __________
	Amount to be charged on Credit card $________Please circle one: VISA   MC   AMEX   DISC
	TABC e-mail: office@tabchoops.org                      TABC website: www.tabchoops.org PHONE: 281-313-8222
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